
SÜPT- KNQIAILE5
Sends Gas Investigation Com¬

mittee Supplemental
Report.

COMMITTEE REPLY TO REPORT

Rough Draft lia? Been Agreed
Upon.Will Soon 13« in

Council's Hands.

The special committee to investlgnto tho

city gas works, which 1ms been for so

long wrestling with tho heavy duties Im¬

posed upon It, has about completed its
labors.

After the meeting held last night In
the City Hull there remains nothing moro

to do but for Chairman Morton to dictate
\o the st-briographcr the filial report to be
submitted to tho Council, the rough draft
of which was agreed to In executive sos-

clon.
The report will be printed nnd distrib¬

uted to members of the Council before It
Js submitted in regular session of tho
body. This will be done under a resolu¬
tion authorizing such procedure, passed
at a recent meeting of the Common
Council.
The committee, In executive session last

night, also considered a supplemental re¬

port from Kxpert Howard Bruc«>, of New
York, which each member had already
read.

This finished tho business of the eve¬

ning and of what may bo the last «meet¬
ing of the .«pedal Ons Investigation Com¬
mittee.

Supplemental Report.
The supplemental report of Expert

Bruce, with a copy of u correspondence
between him and Superintendent Knowles,
given below, is very jnlori-sfing matter.
"Mr. Iiruce says:

.\*o. -I Irving Place.
New York January li. 1900.

Mr. XV. W. Morton. Chairman Joint Com¬
mittee on Investigation of Gas Works,
ltlchmond, Vn.
My Dear Sir..I am In possession of a

recent statement submitted to your com¬
mittee by the superintendent of the City
Gas Works, and relating to certain por¬
tions of my r«««nt ropprt.

In our various discussions, I believe
all points connected with this report have
lie.ti thoroughly thrashed out; however.
as a matter «if record. I presume that
you, as chairman «>f the Investigating
Gdmmlttce, would like to receive 5nun
me. In writing, tmy comments, on the
statement in quesi on. i shall accord¬
ingly. In as brief a manner as possible,
lake up the various «points raised by your
superintendent".

Station Meter.
At the lime of my external examination

of this meter, certain of the inner mov¬
ing parts I Judged from Hi«; sound to
be loose, a usual Indication thnt <«vor-
Imui ng would not e out «<f order, es¬
pecially so sine«, the meter had not been
tested for '-.sonic years."

Til«' chief value «>f temperature cor¬
rection Is that it places daily manufac¬
turing results upon o comparable basis.
Variations dm« to changes In barometric
readings are nol of sufficient Importance
to rend1'!' correction necessary.

Inventory.
In compiling yearly statements of <-««st,

the increase or decrease In the stork
of coal. Oil, coke, tar and other material
properly classified under the heVlIng of
"Material and Supplies" should be taken
Into account.
Your Inventories in addition to these

Items include onglncs, boilers, pumps,
governors and other permanent fixtures,
We were fully advised as to the reasons

for «.ntcrliiR the Item of coke hi l!«ij at
I««--, per bushel. Investigation showed
thnt tin- sunk of «nal was «'iitered In the
8ame Inventory at its normal price of
13.08 per ton, ami, further, that all coal
was purchased In the month of Decem¬
ber, 1902, tu the same price. Sine.' the
l iinhase price of coal was normal, and
the stock entered at this price. We could
see M«« reason for an Increase above thonormal value of iiiis coke, We conse¬
quently omitted friitti our tables thechanges In Inventory values, calling at¬
tention t« this r.-n't. so that yourself or
anyone else, in arriving at conclusions,could make «Im- allowance for such omis¬
sion.

Street Lighting.
If the figure of TOI street lamps, as

named In your VM.1, annual report, report¬ed the number In use on the «hit«' of
the report, and not the average number,
jny statement Is in «.nor to the extent
<j1 SI lamps; th^ result of the error beingto give the .Cla?.. Department credit t'orJl.WO more Uian thai to which they were«entitled.
Your annual report for 1!"H «-ha rites

the city ami credits the Ons Department¦w-ith from J28 to S30 per lamp p,.r yearfor the gnr burned, The cost or lightingaud extinguishing these lamps, heretoforecovered ¡»¿- a separate appropriation ami
not charged to the Gas Department.«mounts to from $7 to fK per lamp peryear, making a total oost for this ser¬vice In the nelgHnrhood of Î35 to JBG.from a discussion with your supcrln-

\

«ak
Seldom gets strong again with¬
out help. Awake or asleep, it
never stops, and consequently
has no period of rest or relaxar
lion iu which to regain lost vig¬
or. You should avoid exertion,
excitement and worry as much
as possible, to relax the strain,
and take Dr. Miles' Heart Cure,
which is a heart tonic, to
strengthen and restore vigor to
the heart nerves and muscles.
The symptoms of a weak heart
arc shortness of breath, palpi¬
tation, feeble or too rapid pulse,
hungry spells, hot flashes, diz¬
ziness, smothering spells, pain
in heart or side, etc.
"1 had been treated for heart dlacasc

*>>' «¦'..".'"' ¦'. .«¦...lia without anyimprovement. .T1V doctor in¬
humed me that t is linio hopoat my ver m do a inv'nr.-orl: again. About that time a gentle¬
man called upon me. and said, '1 heard
yf your condition, and have como totell you that Dr. Miles' Heart Curo
Staved my life, and I want you to tryt.' I did so, and Bfttr a week or so
went to my pi.y Ici m und told him I

tad been taking Dr. Miles' 11er«it Cure.
l.e examined me and »aid, 'Qo<l bless
Miles' Heart Cure, it lias made youbetter In a few daj than I ever ex¬
pected to t:ee you'agatn.' am now
T.-.-ll. having fuljy i<-¿... Inc.d my hoi
l>y the use of this rem«-«iy."

B. K. I-A.VSINO. Bensselacr, N. Y
Dr, Miles' H*art Cure le told by

your drugglot, who will (juarantee that
the first bottle will benefit, if |. jnn8
lie will refund your monty.
Miks Medical Co,, Elkhart, Ind

PLEASE DON'T!

tendent regarding the uniotint of con¬
sumption Of these lamps, we found tliut
no tests of individual burners had .been
made. Wei therefore, had a large num¬
ber of burners examiner!; nnd a certain
number selected at random, tested under
conditions distinctly Btr_"CÖ In my report.
The results of these test's convinced mo

that 5 cubic feet per hour was a fair
estimate. The .tests wen* made with a
special test-meter, brought to Richmond
for the purpose, connected to n gas ser¬
vice iu die superintendent's office at the
lower works. A number 'of the tesis
itero mude In tho presence of the super¬
intendent.
The table of burner tests contained In

your superintendent's report Is interest-
inii. I regret, however, that he did not
give more Information as to sizes ot
burners tested. Such Informatlup would
enable one to Judge of their bconomy
or lack of economy when burning at tho
abnormally high rate repotjtj'd.
In spite of the Interesting evidence

adduced by these tables of tests, I am
still of the opinion that 5 cubic feet per
hour, "JO.OOr» cubic feet per lamp per an¬
num, Is a fair estimate.

If the lamps are allowed to burn for
such a length »if time as to compete
with the sun, or. If they are allowed
to burn at as high a rate as 13 cubic
feet per hour, the gas Unnecessarily con¬
sumed still has to be considered as a
form of leakage.
The pressures »united in connection

with burner tests, when compared with
those taken during the past sumnier, In¬
dicate thnt there lias recently been a
decided change in the methods of regu¬
lating pressures,

L am glad to say that 1 was somo
months ago, after much Inquiry, correct¬
ly informed as to the operation ot valves
at the. upper works, nnd have nothing
to add to. niy previous statement.

Manufacturing Costs.
enclose copy of letter from Mr.

Knowles, dated November 8, 1603; together
with u copy uf my reply thereto, both
relating to the K'*m of retort house labor.
I regret that Mr. Knowles did not in¬
vestigate this matter himself.
You bave in your possession three dif¬

ferent statements of the cost of gas as
talien from your superintendent's office
books for the years 1803 and 3901.
The first, dated April 25, 1905. gives the

cost of gas as follows:

1902. 190.1. 390-1.

Not given. .T.'.!»." .75SI

The next report, under »late of Novem¬
ber 13, 1905, show these costs as:

1902. 3803; Utot.

.9." I.'i -R37-1,8-152
The last report, dated December 2, 3903,Show tho costs ns:

li>02. 10«!. 1904.

.98233 1.9512 .S-121

Your superintendent's recent statement
gin-s the »Ost for 3901 as ,S"I2.
Excluding the Iti-ms of depreciation, of-

Hi-»- rental, ele., wfiuld make these costs
us given In the tabl.-a contained in my
report:

1902. 1903. 19(31.

,9808 .9293 .S719

Judging from the rapid Increase In the
figured costs during the past recent
months, it would seem llkoiy that tho
cost ligures for tlu> three years in ques-
tion would eventually ».quai or exceed
those named in my report. The propriety
of including a charg. for depreciation and
one for office .'rental, etc., is so well
understood as to need no argument.
General Statement Relating to

Superintendent's Recommenda¬
tions and Comparison of Re¬

sults Between«the Years
1894 and 1904.

In connection with this statement,
which establishes your superintendent's
reputation for far-sightedness, I would
state that I have not considered myself
called upon to Investigate your superin¬tendent with a view of vindicating, him,
nor with a view of ci-it'clsing him. I
consequently have no remarks to make

Leakage.
1 consider eighteen por cent, (is per

cent.3 of leakage as high, no matter
whether the same represents 9c. or 7c.
per 1,000 cubic foot of gns sold.

Quality of Gas.
Our touts of candle-power showed avariation between maximum and mini¬

mum of eight candi.:«. If this candle-
power cannot be kept uniform in the
middle of the summer, 3 very seriously
question its uniformity during tho winter.
months.

My Statement in Regard to
Changes in Purifiers Was

Used on Information
Obtained at the

Works. 4
If the information »lid not come di-

r« illy l'r'in your superintendent, It win
tu causo I e did not happen to reinem-
ber ai the tinn- the question wan asked
All çaridle-power tests w-r.- taken fron
Ire I mains. It S happens, however

I tlm all gas passes through the holdei
before entering the mains, oonsoquentl)
Un: note In regar.d to filling the holdei
with wat.-r gas was mad., to show tin
cause of the high candle-power at thai

I particular timo, .

Service:;.
Statement in regard to the Inadequacy

01 si rylco II es being due to Increase 0
o iiiuptioii is undoubtedly, to it i.-n-gi

extent, ti-ii''. It does not. however, tone!
m on the fnei that tho department ha
eon.ll.nuud to lay nary ces smaller thai
the jninlniiiin siso generally adopted.

I . "Meter-;. -.

The .sIllteliK'lii <|ilo ».:¦ a:'- 1- -, .' 1

stating that {''meters ore r.ot remove*
and tested," whereas mv reporl stati

; "meters arc not removed tor i»;ugiti 0
Bervice, and are t«-sted In a crude man

I ncr." There Is a considerable Ulfft-rcnc

In tho sonso of the two quotation.«.
Tho statement, however, asserts that,

ilur.ng the year luoi, l.Ttw motera were
tested and painted or repaired, and that
only 1,030' were removed. Just how the
difference between the above two figures
of 7'iS meters w« ro thoroughly overhauled
without being removí d your superintend¬
ent «Iocs not explain.
The tests of consumers' meters, to

which .reference Is mad«?' In my report,
were made under the Immediate direction
K my assistant, Mr. Coakc. To confirm
tho accuracy of the tests, a number of
thés!' meters wore shipped to New York
for verification against a moter-prover.

Mains.
No comment.

Outlying Holder.
In addition to the rnnttcr of elevations,

there were otr/'r reasons that prompted
me i«> remark upon the location oí thu
2,000,000 cubic foot holder. At the time
this construction was undertaken, all
of your holders were In a deplorable con¬
dition.. In my opinion, the rehabilitation
of your storage plant could, with ad¬
vantage, have begun somewhat nearer
htnne than three and one-half miles,
Coke Used On the Benches.

I do not think that «¡uch variations as
1 mentioned can bo accounted for in the
manner which your superintendent states.

In connection with the pumping main.
you have my letl«r. written at tit«» time
this matter first came up, and I have
nothing to add to the Statement contain¬
ed in that letter.
The intention I endeavored t«> convey,

by the remarks in my report relating to
the system of accounts and g«n- ral
method of management was that. In order
to make your organ zatlon efficient, your
expenditures for pay-roll and expense,
coal, ol. etc.. should be »UsteiUtl under
their proper headings. For Installée, your
upper work's pay-roll should be sub¬
divided under complaint expense distri¬
bution oflk-e expense, gratuitous work,
repairs to mains, repairs to services, set-
tl« g and remov ng motera, street lamp
expanse, and probably a number of other
Items.
In case of a variation in the amount

per 1 000 cubic feet charged to any one
account, your superintendent could very
quickly run the matter to the ground
and find out. the reason for such varia¬
tion. If. however, your tipper work's pay¬
roll simply Increases Jl.OoO or S2,UK),, it is
far more difficult to find the cause of
stub increase. A similar classlllcat on
should be applied t» all other expendi¬tures'. The principle of such classification
of expenditures Is so fundamental and
wli recognized that it seems strango
that anyon» should question it.

1 ant unable to understand the reason
for submitting the eleven affidavits. Not
one of them contradicts any statementwhich I have knowingly mnde,
The statements I have made I believe

have been fully substantiated, and need
no further defense. 1 have not.expectedthai your superintendent, or, in fact, any
man, would agree with every statement
made it" my report; In fact, I am agree¬ably surprised that your superintendentshould so generally agree with mv con-
elusions, objecting in the main only to
in«' iiii-thid of reaching these conclusions.
As far as the public is eon.'-- ..>:'l. ¡im

P'1-I'eoíly content to allow my report to
stand as originally published, without
any reply to Mr. Knowlcs being made
public. If, however, for your own rea-
BonSj you wish to publish this loiter, or
any other letter addressed to you by inc.
you are at liberty to du so. I am.

Respectfully yours,
II. BRUCE.

The Correspondence.
The letters referred to are given her?

(Superintendent Knowles to Mr, Hruce):
COPY.

Offic,% of the Superintendent
of the City Gas Works,

Richmond, Va., Nov. S, 1005.
Mr. Howard Bruce.
Now York N. Y.
Dear Sir,.Referring to your report

rein Ive to tlio Richmond Otis Works, I
noto that you state that the operations
of a retort house hav ng practically tho
same capacity as ours, wo.-ki.ig under
conditions less conducive to economy than
ours, shows a cost per 1,000 cubic feet
for labor of only one-half ($1.00) of our
similar cost (about Î2.00) for handling
coal.
Picoso advise mo In what works tho

retort house in question Is located, as
«I« sire to have this statement vérifie,1. in
order to avoid all poss hlllty of an en-or,
us. of course; you are aware that mis¬
takes are liable to happen with anyone,
and the extremely low cost cited by you
is astonishing, and I would like to as¬
certain whether or not machinery Is used
¡n this i-andllngl

I would also be glad for you to advise
-...te wh it tli" two plants mentioned in
your «A-hibt "K"-1 (al located In Massa¬
chusetts, 1 (hi located In New York
Sta:«- -were built, and also If yott have
no«, objections, the towns or cities in
which theso two plants urn locate«! and
tli/' names of tho gns companies operat¬ing them.

Very 'respectfully,
WM. P. KNOWLES,

Mr. Bruce replies ;«s follow»-
Superintendent;November il, 1905.

Mr. w. P. Knowles, Superintendent Rich¬
mond Olty Qas Works, Rlcjimoñd. \'n.
Dear Kir,.In acknowledging receipt nf

your ostcemed favor of November Rth,
request ng Information In regard to n
number of statements made In my recent
report, penult mo, first, to correel whatIs apparently n slight error In your roud-Ins of tin« portion or the report,The report bui'os that certain labor
«¦««sis in manufacturing eonl gus weroin the neighborhood of twenty cents (20e..per thousand cubic feet, and that, with¬
out InsttilliTu: labor-saving machinery,this «figure should be decreased not toexceed twelve cents (12c,1 per tlinuSnndcube feet, Further on, the report states.that the writer recently had oconsion t«ilook over the onera.llon of u retort househaving practically the same capacity, amiwhich, working, under conditions bus«tonditi-lv, to economy than ycvUM, showed
n cost per thousiyul oublà f''i'* for thelabor of only .h,ilf your similar eoslThe 1 oiiziiuiitl retort house, to whichreference w i* made, was that of i|mc.-ntral I'nlon ClitH Companv, of NewYork City, which was nt that t tin op.t'iaio'1 entirely-by hand.
The two « Itlcs, A and it, mentioned

in exhibit "E" were: "A," Lynn, Mass.;.3, Long Island City, X. Y. 1 do not
nappe to know when cither ot the two
companies in question llrst commenced
distributing gas.
3n your Investigation of the pointswhich yop raise, I would suggest thut

you obtain data relating to the main
systems of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New¬
ark and Jersey city.The enrbonlzlng 'costs at Providence,1!. [., and Memphis, Tonn., will probablybe fairly comparable \vith vours.

If you core to personally look Into
these matters, I should deem It a greatpr.vilege to have you come to New York
as m>- guest. I believe Unit in a veryshort time 1 could put you In possessionof Information that would convince youthat my statements are not Inaccurate.
Trusting that I mav receive a favor¬able reply from you at an early date,I beg to remain, /Very resoectfullv vours,

; . (Signed) li. liRUCE.
(This letter has yet to be acknowledged.)

Supreme Court of Appeals.
Redwood nnd other vs. Rogers and

others. Argued by H. Vf. Anderson, for
tho appellants, nnd Alexander Hamilton
and Hill Carter, for the nppellee, nnd
continued.
Next cases to be calif(3
Southern Railway Company vs. Patter¬

son. Newport News and Old Point Rail¬
way and Electric Company vs. I.ttko nnd
llobson's adra'r v¿. Hobson's adni'r nnd
others, being Nos. 30, 32 and 33 on argu-
ment docket.

.DRIL RECEPTION
TO W PARTY

Stuart Statue Committee See
Model at Providence, and Are
Shown Many Courtesies.

PROVIDENCE, R. 1. January 17..
State und city officials, from Governor
and Mayor down, vied with one another
to-day to welcome to this city ton gray-
halred veterans of General J. E. B. Stu¬
art, th.- famous Confederate cavalryman,
who arrived by rail on a brief visit to
Inspect the model of the equestrian staple
of General Stuart, which Is eventually to
adorn n thoroughfare In Richmond. Tho
party consisted of the following: Messrs.
John W. Gordon, of Richmond. Va., chair¬
man of the Inspection Committee; Jitdjii»
Theodore S. Garnett, of Norfolk, Va., and
the following, all from Richmond: James
It. Gordon, James R. Worth, Marlon J.
Dlnimock, Joseph W. Thomas, Peter
Mayo; James Vas.«, Krank T. Sutton and
Andrew R. Venable. Jr. After inspecting
tho statuo at the Gorham work*», tho party
returned to the center of the town, and
at the State House were received formally
by Governor George H. Utter, In the
Stato reception chamber.
After the Governor's reception the vis¬

itors were escorted over the new marble
State House and met General Charles R.
Hrayton, a veteran of the Civil War nnd
leader of the Stato Republican machine.
Proceeding to the City Hall, they were re¬
ceived by Mayor and ex-Governor Elisha
33) «r, and Judge Garnett made a speech
In graceful recognition of Rhode Island's
hospitality, which he said would bo recip¬
rocated when Rhode Island took her partIn Jamestown's Ter-Contenary.
' The delegation, as guests of Colonel
George I.. Shopley, wore entertained at
luncheon at the Hope Club.. Another visit
to the Gorham works closed the official
programme.
The members of thé jiarty will return

to Virginia at their pleasure.

THE VALUE OF CHARCOAL.
Few People Know How''Useful It Is in

Preserving Health and Beauty,
i Nearly everybody knows that charcoalis the safest nial most efficient disinfec¬
tant and purifier In nature, but few real¬
ize its value when taken into the human
system for the same cleansing purpose.Charcoal Is a remody that the more youtake of It tho better; It is not a drug at
.ill, but simply absorbs the gases and Im¬
purities always present in the stomach
and Intestines and carries them out of tho
system.
Charcoal -sweetens the breath after

smoking, drinking or after eating onions
and other odorous vegetables.
Charcoal effectually clears and Improvestli» complexión, It whitens the teeth and

furl her nets as a natural and eminently
safo cathartic.

It abRqrbs the Injurious gases whlc/h
collect In the stomach and bowels; It dis-
Infocta the muuth and throat from tho
poison of catarrh,

All druggists sell charcoal In one form
or another, but prr/hiibly t|ie best char¬
coal and the most for the money Is In
Stuart's Charcoal Lozenges; they aro com¬
posed of the finest powdered Willow char¬
coal, nnd other harmless antiseptics in
tablet form or rather in the form of
large, pleasant lasting lozeligoa, tho cliar-
i-nal being mixed with honey.
The daily use of diese lozenges will soon

tell in a iiiunh- Improved condition of tho
gênerai health, better complexion, sweeter
breath and purer blood, and the beauty
of It is, thai no posslblo harm can result
from their continued use, but, on tho
contrary, groa' benefit.
A Kuffal.i physliilun, In speaking of the

benefits' of eh.-u-iii.al, says: ''I advise
Rtuart'tf Charcoal (^ozongos to all patients

. suffering from gas |M stomach and b.owols,
¡ind to clear he ."oinploxion and purify
tho breath, mouth and throat: 1 also bo-
ll.'VP tho liver Is greatly benefited by the
dully use of them; tlu.y cost but twenty-
five rents u box at drug stores, and al¬
though In sonn, sonso a patent prepara¬
tion, yet I bill.v- g.t more and tiettur
Charcoal In Stuart's Charcoal Lozenges
than in any oi tho ordlnury charcoal
tablets."
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NEWS GATHERED
FROM SOUTHS!

Boy's Face is Badly Injured in
Gas Pipe

Test.

MR. LOWRY'S ANKLE BROKEN

To Decide On Question of the
Police Wearing Helmets.

Smoker for Sons.
No. 1102 Hull Street, t

Manchester Bureau. Times-Dispatch, J
.Mr. William Lowry, of Swansboro,

while Indulging In a little play with
a fellow workman, .suffered a rather bad

accident in having his ankle broken. The

play teenmo a little rough, though still

friendly, and tho other man threw a

pair of tongs nt Mr. Lowry, breaking
his anUle.

The Helmet Question.
The Police Commissioner:« held a meet¬

ing Tuesday night and transacted the
routine business. The question of the

police wearing helmets coming up, Mr.
C. T.. Poult mnde a. speech In advocacy
of their use. But decision on tho mat¬
ter was rested to settled In the next
regular meeting.

It Is known that th«i police aria strong
in tlielr disapproval of wearing the hel¬
mets, being very well satisfied with their
present headgear, and whether their
wishes will be consulted In the matter
or not the use of the helmets enforced,
remains« to he seen.

Smoker for Sons.
The William I. Clopton Camp. Sons of

Confederate Veteran.*, will have a
smoker to-morrow night in the Confed¬
érate Veterans Hall at Ninth and Hull
Streets. All members arc earnestly re¬

quested to be present. A special request
Is made to those who wish to Join as
chart'-r members, n.s the charter will I/o
closed that night.

Cheek Bone Shattered.
Btigene Patram, a young man of

Swansboro. onioke.-yd as a helper to the
pipe titter employed in the construction
of the PIntSCh Gas Company's plant at
Fourth and Balnbrlde Streets^ nut with
a very serious and painful accident yes-
terday morning.
Mr. Patram was engaged with some

others in making a test of the new plant
and was standing on top of the gas¬
holder. One of the six-Inch iron and
rubber test plugs was blown out, striking
him In the face and tearing one side of
It from his mouth to the top of his head.
Both lips were split, and tho young man
was knocked senseless by the fearful im¬
pact. Dr. J. W. Broadnax. Lawrence In¬
grata and J. G. Loving wee summoned
to the scone. They dressed the Injured
man's wounds, and he was taken to his
home. The wounds are extremely pain¬
ful, but It Ib not thought that they will
result seriously.

Death of Mr. Storch.
Mr. John Petor Storch, of Swansboro,

died at 11:3) o'clock yesterday morning,
aftor a short illness. He was fifty-two
years of age.
Mr. Storeh was a native of Germany.

He came to this place several years ago,
and has been in the employ of the 1'rede-
gar Iron Works. He Is survived by his
wife and two children.
The funeral will take place at 3:30

o'clock this afternoon from the West
End Methodist Church. Dr. Paul Men¬
zel, pastor of St. John's Gorman Luther¬
an Church, of which' Mr. Storch was a
member, will conduct the funeral ser¬
vices. Interment wlU be In Maury Ceme¬
tery.
To Install Officers To-night.
Hester Conclave, Improved Order of

Hcptosophs, will hold an Important meet¬
ing to-night, when tho officers for tho
ensuing year will be Installed. Stntoi
Organizer Lawrence P. Pool will conduct
tho ceremonies. »4tter tho business meet¬
ing, the conclave will adjourn and re¬

pair to tho banquet hall, where a deli¬
cie us repast, will be served.

Mrs. Driver Granted Divorce.
Mrs. Martha L. Driver was yesterday

granted a divorce' from her husband, Will.
Ham J. Driver, on tho grounds of deser¬
tion. Tho custody of two Infant chil¬
dren.John F. and Martha C. Driver.was
glvon the mother.

Funeral of Mr .Sharpe.
The funeral of Mr. George Sharpe,

who died on Monday night, took plactt
from thrt .residence at 12 o'colck yestór-
dway. The sondees woro conducted by
Rev. 13. V. Bnldy, assisted by Rev, C. O.
Woodward.

Personals and Briefs.
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Bradley are In 8t,

Petersburg, Flo., where they will spend
the winter months.
A meeting of the Light Committee will

I« held Friday night«.
Stover Tlnaley, tho young white boy

who wtu hoforu the Corporation Court
yesterday morning, cbnrged with having
entere«: the house of Mr. Lanier and hav¬
ing stolon a sum of money, was no-'

uqltted.
Mrs. Ü. E. Baber Is very 111 In her

homo at. Fifteenth arid Hull Streets.
Mr, Charles Keller, oí Suffolk, formerly

a prominent business man of Manches¬
ter, waB visiting In-.the city yosterday,
Mr. D, E. Connelly is still very Hi in

Memorial Hospital, where he will bo
oporated upon In a .few days..
Alpha Chapter will he entertained to-

n'ght by Miss .Mlamlo Smith. In her
home, No. 41H WeJt Fourteenth Street.
Miss Pearl Mitchell, of No. 919 Perry

Street, Is recovering from a very serious
Illness. «

The Benevolent Society of Swansboro
will meet to-night at 8 o'clock In tho
home of Mrs. Snmuel Belcher. All
members nrn requested to attend.

STÜBÍOÍCOIST
WORST III (EARS

»Schooner Samuel L. Russell En¬
tirely Disappeared From Waters

in Which Reported.

SOME TERRIBLE EXPERIENCES

Two Ships Towed in After Being
Blown Out of Course and

Buffet ted.

(Special to The Tltnes-Dlspatch.)
NORFOLK, VA. January 17..Captain

S. B. Tooker, of the Merrltt Wrecking
Company, who sailed to-day to look for
the schooner Samuel L. Russell returned
and reported that she has disappeared
and he could find no traco of her In the
waters she ivas yesterday reported to be.
She has sunk where she jay In Lynn

Haven Bay or broke adrift In tho «gale
and went out to sea. n

United States Commissioner Stephen-
son dismissed the charges brought by
United States Immigration Inspoctor
Morton against Cuptaln L. P. Kafve. of
the Swedish Hteanmhlp Drottnlng Sophia,
who was accused of bringing passengers
Into this country registered as members
of his crew and marked "deserters" on
the ships log after they had been landed
here.
Samuel A. Eddy, chairman of the Con-

noctlcut Commission to tho Jamestown
Exposition, arrived In Norfolk this morn¬
ing ami visited the site of tho E>»>osl-
tlon In company with Warren H. Man¬
ning, of the Board of iJesign. Connec¬
ticut has appropriated $25,000 as a pre¬
liminary amount for a State building
and exhibit and $1,000 for the prcllml-,
nary expenses of Its commission.
The schooner Elm dlty and Sagamoro

wore towed In here this morning In
distress. They have had a frightful
time outside during tho storm of last
week, which mariners agree was among
the worst over known. The Elm City
was blown more than a hundred miles
out of her course. How much more Is
not known, because there was no sun
to reckon by. The Elm City, a three-
master of New Haven, 672 tons regis¬
ter. Captain George W. Torrey. com¬

manding, was out sixteen days. She
sailed from Boston for Norfolk with a

cargo of copper cinders for the smelter
at West Norfolk, and' being struck by
the northeaster, was blown far below
Hatterus and across the gulf stream.
The other schooner, the big four-mas¬

ter Sagamore, of Fall River, 1,415 tons
register, Captain Trefry commanding,
sailed from Boston for Norfolk last Fri¬
day to load coal. Friday night the
northeaster hit her, and she anchored
off Hog Island. This, her master said,
he did In preference to being blown
ashore. Ho had but two chances.

a-

Ex-President's Health.
(By Associated Press.)

NEW YORK, Jan. 17.Former Prosldent
Cleveland came to New York yesterday
from his home In Princeton, and later'was
Joined hy Mrs. Cleveland. It was said
to-night that while Mr. Cleveland Is not
111, he is not feeling In the best of health.
He Is the guest of Paul Morton.
Dr. J. D. BryP-nt. Mr. Cleveland's phy¬

sician, was a guest at the Morton liome'
to-night. Speaking of the former Pres¬
ident's health, he said;
"Mr. -Cleveland is Bllghtly. Indisposed,

hut is not by any means 111. The trip to
Ohio Is so long and so tedious that' I
advised Mr. Cleveland not to ¿o. Ho re-

luctantly'consented not to do so."

VERY ACTIVELY
Report From Office of the State
Treasurer and Second Auditor ,

Gratifying.

RAPIDLY PAYING STATE DEBT

Eoard of Sinking Fund Commis¬
sioners Arc Pleased at

Outlook.

lb« movement of bond» In the officoof the State Treasurer and the SecondAurlltor continues very active. Visitorsfrom out of the city havo been few duringthe piust several days, but members of theGenera] Assembly aro frequent caller«,chiefly for the purpose of ascertainingfacts In relation to the finances of thoState to be used as a basis for legislationof all sorts. An onslaught on the sur¬plus in the treasury will unquestionablybo made for schools, roads, or suggestedImprovements of various kinds, and everyother member has some query wiiich in¬dicates seemingly a design uimn the pub¬lic purse.
In view of the heavy call that will bemade for approprlaHons as well as the

suggested decrease In the tax rate, andother matters* involving State finan»-«-.»,
more or less directly, the annual reportsof the auditors, which have Just beenIssued, are of unusual Interest and im¬
portance to the legislators. The surplui
on hand October 1st. 19>X», amounted to
over SO0O.O00. In a bulky tabulated reportthe Auditor of I*ublii.- Accounts review»the fiscal afTalrs of the Commonwealth,giving this summary:
Amount on hand Oct. 1, 1904....J 630,o»ja MReceipt« from all sources dur¬
ing the year. 4.579.-04 54

tf..095.*»S 41
Disbursements during the year.. 4.4_x.77" 0/

Ralano» on hand C«ct. 3. 1005..J G-Î6.43- :\4
Attracted a Swarm.

Tho size of the surplus has attracted a
swarm »>f appropriation-seekers, and has
also suggested to the mind ot several
leiflslators that It furnished an excellent
aritument for a decrease In taxes. A
prominent senntor said yesterday, dln-
cusslng this mutter, that tho revenues of
the State were steadily Increasing and
that the surplus alreadv was too large.
Ho thought $100,000 a healthy surplus. He
anticipated heavy drains on the treasury
for roads and schools, but while ho
thought the State should contribute ltti-
erally to these worthy objects, he favored
a reduction lu t xes, and also referre»l
to the desirability of paving off the State
debt as rapidly as possible.

Made Similar Reference.
*SlmJ!ar reference Is mnde by the Sink¬

ing Fund Commissioners In their annual
report, which has Just appeared:
"Surely," says the commisioners, "there

can bo but one opinion as to the Import¬
ance of paying off the debt of the State as
rapidly as her resource« will permit. For
apart frotn tve application of the general
principle th».\ every honest and prudent
debtor should seek to reduce and event¬
ually cancel his obligations there In the
.stronjr incentive on the part of the State
to sot rid of the large annual Interest pay¬
ments in order that the amount thus
saved may be diverted to other uses which
are of growing Importance to the State's
best Interest and welfare.

"It Is conceded on every hand that the
subjects of public school education and
tho Improvement of the public highways
are of vast importn-ace, demanding tho
wisest legislation and tho most liberal
appropriations for thulr maintenance and
development, yet we maintain that a no
less wise provisions, and one certainly of
equal. If not of more Importance to the
Stato at this time, Is demanded in leclsla-
tlon Jooklng to tho payment of the Statt
debt/'

* Summary of Debt.
In tho report of the Second Auditor

the following summary of the State debt
1b given: J
Principal. Interest.

SJ17,Cv37,099 3.) Century bonds bear-
Ing 3 per cent.Jo32,m0 Si

5,984,354 16 RJddleborger bonds
bearing 3 por cent. 179,630 62

2,%3,Gi*} S5 Schools and colleges
bearing (3 per cent. 143,019 .36

82,800 00 Schools and colleges
bearing 4 per cent. 3,312 00

J25 637 *!20 00 ' $838,47- 27
RevlewinR all conditions the Sinking

Fund Commissioners express great pride
in tho conduct of the financial affairs of
the Commonwealth, as the same Pertain
to the management of a very large debt
with which the State has peon so long

b"rhe"report declares that notwithstand¬
ing the apparent low rato of interest paid
on the State, securities the outstanriliie
bonds havo been about doubled In value,
selllnir now In the markets of the country
nearly atpar. which shows that they are
eagerly sought as desirable and secure
Investments. It Is safe to say, the com¬
missioners further assert, that the credit
of Virginia is to-day as solid and secure
as that of any State In tho American
Union.

[The firm of Fergusson Brothers, composed of M;. Lee and It. O.
Fergusson, dissolved partnership January 1, 1906. M. Lee Fergus-
son continues the Piano and Music business as

LEE FERGUSSON PIANO CO.
and handles, besides other good makes, the

CHJ0.
ANP THE CELEBRATBD

DAVENPORT & TREACY PIANOS
Lee Fergusson JPIano Co.
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